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The Charlotte Mason Digital Collection is a not-for-profit 
database created in 2009-2011 to assist scholars, researchers, 
educators and students to discover, use, and build upon the 
Charlotte Mason Collection of archives, journals and books 
housed in the Armitt Library & Museum (UK). To learn more 
about this database or to search the digital collection, go to The 
Charlotte Mason Digital Collection. 

Your use of images from the Charlotte Mason Digital 
Collection is subject to a License . To publish images for 
commercial purposes, a license fee must be submitted and 
permission received prior to publication. To publish or present 
images for non-profit purposes, the owner. Redeemer University 
College, must be notified at cmdc@ redeemer. ca and submission 
of a copy of the context in which it was used also must be 
submitted to the owner at cmdc@ redeemer. ca. Credit lines, as 
specified in the License , must accompany both the commercial 
and non-profit use of each image. 

Unless you have obtained prior permission, you may not 
download an entire issue of a journal nor may you make multiple 
copies of any of the digital images. Higher resolution images are 
available. [Low resolution (150 dpi), single copy printing is 
permitted: High resolution images for publication can be 
purchased. Please contact Redeemer University College in 
writing as specified in the License to request high resolution 
images. 

While the document originals are housed in the Armitt Library & 
Museum, Redeemer University College owns the rights to the 
Digital Images (in jpg/pdf format) of the original archival 
documents and artifacts. The original Digital Images and 
database metadata are owned and maintained by Redeemer 
University College. Multiple images are bound together in PDF 
Packages. Click here to download the latest version of Adobe 
Reader for better viewing. In the PDF, click an image thumbnail 
to view it. 

This project was made possible through collaboration among the 
Armitt Library & Museum (Ambleside, UK), Redeemer 
University College (Ancaster, Canada) and the University of 
Cumbria (UK) and with the financial assistance of the Social 
Sciences and Humanities Research Council of Canada. 


Need help? If you do not see a side-bar with image thumbnails: 

Some of the PDF packages are large and will take some time to download. A very large PDF package may open more successfully 
if you download it first to your desktop. (From inside the database record, right-click on the link to the PDF package and save the 
link to your desktop.) Once it’s on your desktop, you can open it up with a recent version of Adobe Reader . 

If you have a Macintosh with Safari, the default program to open PDFs is Preview, which does not open the PDF packets. Mac 
users need to download Adobe Reader . If this cover page appears without a list of PDF files (either at the side or bottom of the 
screen), look for a paper clip or a menu option to view attachments. If you click that, you should see a list of the pages in the PDF 
package. 

Viewing files with Linux: This works with the default PDF viewer that comes pre-installed with Ubuntu. While viewing this 
cover page in the PDF viewer, click "View" on the top toolbar, and check the box that says "Side Panel". That will bring up the 
side panel. The side panel will show only this cover page. Click the ‘arrow’ at the top of the side panel, and it will give you the 
option to view "attachments." If you click that, you should see a list of PDF files, which are the pages in the PDF package. 
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PARENTS’ REVIEW 

A MONTHLY MAGAZINE 
OF HOME-TRAINING AND CULTURE. 

“Education is an atmosphere, a discipline, a lile.** 


PARENTS’ NATIONAL EDUCATIONAL UNION. 


THIRD ANNUAL CONFERENCE 

AT 

PoRTMAN Rooms, London, 

May C)th^ lo/A, 1 and 12/^, 1899. 


REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS. 


TUESDAY MORNING, May <^th. 

Ihe Conference opened shortly after half-past ten o clock 
at Portman Rooms. 

Ur. Schofield (Chairman of the Executive Committee) 
presided, and at the outset said : Ladies and gentlemen, it is 
pleasing duty now to open this, the third annual Con- 
erence of the Parents’ National Educational Union, and in 
so I should like to draw your attention, in one or 
wo words, to the special character of this Conference. 

«e all Unions and Societies, we have a theory and 

our ^ practice. It is the theory that mainly occupied 
bee in the two preceding years, and it has 

eno" ^ *^^PPy thought on the part of those who have been 
fJSed in the successful working up of /Ms Conference 

■ 7. J* 2 
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P.N.E.U. CONFERENCE. 



s many enquiring people whom I_and i’ 
f you — meet with, consider that the SocJ"?' 
Tifthulous condition. I tViini, 


of this Conference, especially those of to-morrow and i 
next day, in order that they may see for themselves what ’ 
is absolutely being* done in connection with our Union. \ 
myself have been interested in the work for some years, 
and I am delighted to know that, in spite of great difficulties^ 
the Union still maintains its original lines. The difficulties 
to which I allude are the products of the concentration and 
solidification that goes on in nearly every society which 
starts on such lines; many, so soon as they get formed and 
tabulated, cease to grow. We desired that this Society 
should be like— looking at it in a similar way as the botanist 
does his study — not dried specimens — for there is no great 
study in regard to dried specimens — but the living plant. I 
am thankful to know that, so far, the Society has resisted every 
effort to bring it under such a designation as a dried specimen, 
and that it continues to progress satisfactorily in your han s. 
I must also congratulate the possessors of many young hces 
that I see here this morning — many of whom, I believe, co®^ 
from the House of Education, i want them to 
that in connecting themselves with this U nion , as far as 
they are connecting themselves with the only 
country which strives seriously to grapple with the i j 
of parents with regard to education in its true 
hope these young people will understand the big 
which is laid upon them, for it is no common 
lies before them. It only remains for me to 
remarks concerning* onp nr twn ^alterations in our 
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XHE history and aims of TH]u P.N.E.U. 411 

d and we regret that Mrs. Francis Steinthal, one of 
^^^^Honorary Organising Secretaries, is also unable to be 
nt but I understand that Mrs. Franklin will do all that 
^^^ecessary, and answer any questions relating to the work 
Vthe Society which strangers may desire to put to her. 
0 r Secretary, Miss Blogg, is in attendance, and is always 
willing to give all the information she can. Then, with 
rd to this morning’s programme. Miss Kitching is 
unable to be present, and Mrs. Howard Glover consented to 
read her paper for her, but she has just telephoned to the 
effect that she is quite unable to attend this morning. 
But now, at about a moment’s notice, Mrs. Anson has con- 
sented to come and read Miss Kitching’s paper, which she 
had not seen fifteen minutes ago. I trust you will excuse 
the slight delay which there has been in commencing the 
proceedings this morning. 

Mrs. Anson then read a paper by Miss Kitching, 
Secretary at the House of Education, on 

THE HISTORY AND AIMS OF THE P.N.E.U. 

The following account of the early history and aims of a 
movement which is perhaps unique in the history of education, 
bas been compiled from papers written at one time or another 
by our founder. The use, therefore, of “ I ” and “ we ” refers 
in every case to our founder, except where stated to the 
contrary. 

“ Oh that children were born without parents ! ” I once 


heard 

what 


a successful schoolmaster exclaim, and he expressed 
w^s a pretty general feeling when the Parents’ Union 


work. We do not say that we have “ changed all 
existence of a society, which would have been a 


earlier educators, is in itself a sign of the 

of n ^bree decades we should not now have a generation 
par''" ' 

^ornei 


e it not for the great spread of education in the 
Pa ^I’ee decades we should not now have a generation 
^^^nts keenly aware of individual insufficiency for so 
his ^ bringing up of a human being to be 

^^^iMly, morally, religiously. The 
by and the limitations of education are recognized 

as they never were before, and they welcome a 


